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ANNUAL  REPORT 


on  the 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

of  the 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


County  Hall, 

Newport, 

Isle  of  Wight. 

September,  1949. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  II  if  it  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1948. 

The  live  birth  rate  has  decreased  from  21.2  to  14.9  per 

1.000,  while  the  still  birth  rate  has  risen  from  1 1.8  to  19.2  per 

1.000. 

The  death  rate  was  13.4  per  1,000. 

During  the  year  only  three  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis 
were  notified  compared  with  12  during  the  previous  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant*, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  ...  17,140 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58,127 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  ...  ...  5,749 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^(11 2,098 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £440 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 


YEAR. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  19.2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.4 

Death  rate  from  Puerperal  causes  per  1,000  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •...  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  15.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16.8 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1948. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 


John  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P., 
(Loud.),  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

H.  B.  Cullin,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

C.  V.  Smith,  Cert.  R.S.L,  M.S.I.A. 


WATER. 


The  increasing  popularity  of  f reshwater  Bay,  Totland 
Bay,  Colwell,  and  Yarmouth  as  holiday  resorts,  and  the 
sanitary  improvements  made  to  the  hotels  and  boarding 
houses,  combined  with  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  required 
in  the  dairy-farming  industry  throughout  the  district, 
has  resulted  in  a very  heavy  call  upon  the  Council's  existing 
sources  of  water  supply.  Fortunately,  the  new  bore-hole  at 
Calbourne  came  into  operation  in  August  and  augmented  the 
supply  in  the  West  Wight.  The  problem  of  distribution 
throughout  the  district,  whereby  the  excessive  pumping  at  the 
Freshwater  Bay  well  can  be  reduced,  is  most  important,  and 
I hope  the  new  9-in.  main  from  Shalcombe  to  Afton,  Fresh- 
water, will  be  completed  before  the  demand  again  reaches  the 
peak  in  August,  1949. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  the  estimated  number  of  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains. 


(a)  Direct  to  the  (b)  By  means  of 
Houses.  stand-pipes. 


Parish. 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Bembridge 

. . . 636 

1533 

14 

56 

Brading  ... 

...  519 

1314 

— 

— 

Brighstone 

...  159 

6 1 3 

3 

12 

Brook 

80 

300 

— 

— 

Calbourne 

...  211 

844 

20 

80 

Chale  

. . 168 

652 

3 

12 

Freshwater 

...  934 

3540 

19 

72 

Gatcombe  and  Chillerton 

...  108 

412 

2 

8 

Godshill  ... 

...  212 

639 

— 

— 

Newchurch  ...  ... 

...  273 

823 

— 

— 

Niton  and  Whitwell 

...  411 

1235 

— 

— 

Shalileet  ... 

. . . 330 

1200 

7 

28 

Shorwell 

...  Ill 

395 

3 

12 

South  Arreton  ... 

39 

117 

— 

— 

Totland  ... 

...  470 

1854 

9 

36 

Yarmouth 

. . . 298 

1192 

6 

24 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


HILLWAY : The  whole  of  the  sewers — construction  of 
manholes — have  now  been  laid  in  this  district.  Unfortunately 
the  Engine  House  and  Pumping  Plant  have  not  yet  been 
fixed.  This  will  delay  the  connecting  up  of  the  houses  and 
the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  camping 
grounds. 

The  Council  has  considered  the  report  of  the  consulting 
engineers  regarding  the  sewerage  of  the  parishes  of  Shorwell 
and  Brighstone,  and  the  schemes  have  been  submitted  to  die 
Ministry  of  Health. 

A small  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  installed  at 
Ghale  for  the  drainage  of  the  council  houses  erected  before 
1 939. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  during  1948. 


Parish 

Vo  of  Houses 
Surveyed 

Category 

i 

2 

3 

4 5 

Bembridge  . . 

342 

258 

43 

28 

13 

Brading 

315 

178 

74 

49 

14 

Brighstone 

178 

85 

32 

52 

9 

Galbourne 

182 

95 

41 

39 

7 

Ghale  . . 

109 

67 

1 1 

23 

8 

Freshwater  . . 

594 

325 

4 

226 

39 

Gatcombe 

61 

27 

16 

15 

3 

Godshill 

253 

165 

60 

28 

— — 

Newchurch 

299 

209 

43 

29 

18 

Niton 

355 

228 

76 

41 

10 

Shalfleet 

225 

108 

17 

74 

26 

Shorwell 

101 

42 

30 

26 

3 

South  Arreton 

164 

69 

61 

34 

— — 

Totland  . . 

187 

108 

40 

34 

5 

Yarmouth 

184 

80 

36 

43 

25 

3549 

2044 

584 

741 

180 
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Classification  of  Categories. 

Category  1 -Satisfactory. 

,,  2 Minor  defects. 

,,  3-  Major  defects. 

,,  4 Suitable  for  action  under  the  Housing 

(Rural  Workers)  Acts.  (Not  applicable). 

,,  5 — Unfit. 


It  is  recognised  that  some  houses  in  Category  5 might  be 
made  fit  by  expenditure  above  “reasonable  cost”,  such  houses 
having  historical  or  architectural  merit. 

WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  STAFF. 


Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made 

2485 

Houses  inspected 

323 

Houses  re-inspected 

202 

Cowstables  and  dairies 

297 

Food  preparing  premises 

36 

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 

20 

Drains  and  sewers 

382 

Water  supplies 

459 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage 

224 

Various 

1 06 

New  buildings 

436 

During  the  year  building  work  has 

necessitated  a 

large 

amount  of  work  of  inspection  and  tire  issuing  of  building 
licences  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Works  (Control  of  Civil 
Building  Operations). 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Low  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  handling  of  food  are 
reflected  in  the  increasing  numbers  of  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

The  number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  only  a very  small  fraction  of  the  true 
figure.  The  individual  afflicted  with  a short  sharp  attack  of 
diarrhoea  or  vomiting,  or  both,  usually  does  not  bother  his 
doctor  and  seeks  his  remedy  from  the  chemist  directly. 

Efforts  are  continually  being  made  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  to  make  food  handlers  acutely  aware  of 
the  grave  responsibility  that  lies  in  their  hands. 

Unfortunately  the  war  has  given  certain  food  shops  an 
excuse  for  careless  hygiene  which  has  passed  on  easily  into 
the  peace.  There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  wrapping 
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papers  and  no  bread  should  be  handed  to  the  purchaser  in  an 
unwrapped  state. 

Flies  can  be  controlled  in  fish  shops.  It  has  been  my 
experience  that  the  large  fish  shops  offend  more  in  this  respect 
than  the  small.  The  health  officers  are  endeavouring  to 
educate  the  offenders. 

In  certain  public-houses  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of 
glassware  is  very  low,  and  efforts  are  also  being  made  in  this 
direction  to  enforce  a decent  standard  of  hygiene  where  none 
exists. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  problem  is  still  acute  and  is  the  cause  of 
much  physical  as  well  as  mental  ill-health.  Bad  housing  is 
a great  social  blot  which  will  undermine  all  the  other  efforts  to 
provide  a healthy  contented  people. 

Excellent  airy  schools  are  of  greatly  reduced  value  if  the 
children  have  to  return  to  overcrowded  homes,  where  their 
feeling  of  security  is  constantly  threatened  by  the  domestic 
upheavals  consequent  upon  many  families  sharing  the  one 
roof,  and  in  some  cases  the  one  room.  Overcrowding  is  the 
most  important  single  adverse  social  factor  affecting  the 
welfare  of  the  children. 

If  tuberculosis  is  present  in  a family  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions,  the  chance  of  its  wide  diss  mination  is 
great. 

It  has  been  wisely  said  that  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  is 
as  much  a problem  of  the  one  and  two-roomed  house  (or 
home)  as  a problem  of  medical  care.  Sir  J.  B.  Russell  in 
1 888,  said  : 

“Imagine  yourselves  with  all  your  appetites  and  passions, 
your  bodily  necessities  and  functions,  your  feelings  of 
modesty,  your  sense  of  propriety,  your  births,  your 
sickness,  your  deaths,  your  children — in  short  your 
lives  in  the  whole  round  of  their  relationship  with  the 
seen  and  the  unseen  suddenly  shrivelled  and  shrunk 
into  such  conditions  of  space. 

These  conditions  even  in  this  year  1948  are  not  just 
imaginings,  but  are  actualities. 
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Council  Houses. 

Private 

Houses. 

Parish. 

Completed 

during 

1948. 

Under 

construetinn  at 

31-12-48. 

Completed 

dur'nii 

1948. 

1 ndrr 
eons tnii  lion 
31-12-48 

Bembridge  . . 

2 

l 

2 

Brading 

10 

— 

l 

1 

Brighstone 

— 

6 

I 

1 

Calbourne 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Chale 

,3 

— 

— 

Freshwater 

10 

4 

1 

Gatcombe 

6 

— 

— 

2 

Godshill  . . 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Newchurch  . . 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Niton 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Shalfleet 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Shorwell 

— 

— 

— 

2 

South  Arreton 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Totland  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Yarmouth  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

50 

10 

12 

13 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Particulars  on  the  adminstration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  Parts 
I and  VIII  administered  by  the  District  Council. 

• 

1.  INSPECTIONS.  Part  I of  the  Act. 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors.) 


Number 

on 

Register 

1 

Number  oi 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1.  2,  3,  4 and  (5 
are  to  he  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

•12 

66 

' ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  ...  I 

18 

12 

iii.i  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

Total  ... 

60 

78 

— 

10 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  c 

f cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S. 4) 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S  6)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

3 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

22 

19 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 

Section  110. 

Number  of  out- workers  in  August  list  required  by  Section 
110(1)  (c) Nil. 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  Nil. 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  ...  Nil. 

Section  111 . 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  Nil. 
Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil. 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  unsound  food 
dealt  with  during  the  year  : 


Canned  food  . . 104  lbs. 

Beef  (home-produced)  ..  ..  ..  221  lbs. 

Beef  (imported)  . . . . 113  lbs. 

Cereals  . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 Mbs. 

Fish  . . . . . . . . 308  lbs. 

Sausages  . . . . . . . . 15  lbs. 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . . . . . 112  lbs. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases,  140  as  against  189  in  1947. 

The  percentages  of  School  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  is  now  69.7,  and  of  children  under  school  age  46.5 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

hospital. 

Total 

deaths. 

Measles 

16 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

13 

— 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

— 

— 

— 

typhoid) 

— 

— 

— - 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

80 

1 

— 

Brucella  Abortus  Infection 

— 

— 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

2 

— 

Totals 

140 

22 

— 

12 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  is 
estimated  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Head  Teachers  of 
the  Schools.  These  returns  for  the  year  show  that  there 
were  166  cases  of  Mumps,  3 of  Influenza,  94  of  Chicken  Pox, 
6 of  German  Measles  and  1 case  of  Ringworm. 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Age. 

u 

<U 

V 

OJ 

i- 

03 

o 
< X 

a j 

V .5 

a.  X 

1-  1/ 

V- 

*-M  f-H 

X 

P U 

U ^ 

'Si 

t r. 

4/ 

be 

c ~be 

•5 

Erysipelas. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

Acute  Polio- 

encephalitis. 

E u 

5>. 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 1 





— 

1 

1 and  under 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 3 33 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 3 55 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

. 

— 

4 

1 3 3 33 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

U 33  3 3 

10 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  „ 

15 

1 

— - 

— 

2 

— 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

15 

1 U 33  33 

20 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 

35 

— 

— ■ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

3 3 3 3 

65 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

24 

— 

1 

10 

— 

16 

80 

5 

3 

- 

1 

13 


NOr 

FIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

N 1 

ARISHFS. 

Parish. 

i 

j Scarlet  Fever. 
Diphtheria. 

U 

- * 
Jr  3 

£ 3 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

CC 

t '-| 

o u 

% s 

V ^ 

CJ  ^ 

c/5 

zj 

Tr. 

cd 

V 

r<, 

i 

•7 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

X u‘ 

V Z- 

z rj 

V ZZ 
< V 

E ■— 

G.  Z 

c y 

Arret  on 

4 — 

2 







— 





Bembridge 



— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Brading 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

1 — 

Brighstone 

1 — 

7 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

i — 

— 

Brooke 



— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Calbourne 

3 — 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Freshwater 

3 — 

14 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

I 

— 

1 

Gatcombe 

1 — 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Godshill 



2 

— 

1 

— 

• 

— 

— 





Newchurch 

— : — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Niton 

3 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 





Shalfleet 

S 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shorwell 

2 

19 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totland 



12 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 



— 

Yarmouth 

7 — 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

| - 

i — 

— 

— 

Totals 

24 

80 

1 

10 

— 

16 

5 

3 

— 

1 

14 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Ne 

w Cases. 

Deaths. 

A 

ye  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pu  1 monary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tot  n Is 

M 

P\ 

M. 

P. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under 

1 







_ 











1 

and 

under 

5 

l 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3) 

3 3 

10 

5 

1 

1 

— 

3 

l 

1 

— 

— 

10 

33 

33 

15 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

33 

33 

20 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

33 

33 

25 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

33 

33 

35 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

35 

3 3 

33 

45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

33 

3 3 

55 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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* Included  in  this  total  are  seven  transfers  from  the  mainland, 
one  old  case  left  the  Island  and  returned,  and  three  cases 
in  which  the  Death  Return  gave  the  first  information. 

f Includes  three  cases  in  which  the  Death  Return  gave  the 
first  information. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified. 

C uses. 

Treated. 

At  home  In  hospital 

Vision 

un- 

impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindn  ess. 

Death. 
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